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Introduction

You have probably been sent this document if your school is expeamticgnsideringa
visit fromchildren's author Brian Falkner. The purpose of this document is to give you some
information about Brian's visits to schools, what you can expect, and what you can do to prepare for
a visit.

Please note that this information is for the purpose of faatilitg a school visit by Brian, and is not
intended to be disseminated to the school students. Other resources that are intended for students
are listed at theend of this document. Please encourage your students to use these resources prior
to Brian's vigi

Quick Summary

1 Sessiontime: 60 minutes
9 Sessions per day: 3to 4

About Brian

Brian is a highly sougkafter speaker in schools, and at literary festivals and conferences. His
infectious enthusiasm, humour and energy make ewampearance popularand memorable one.

His talks cover everything from tips for budding writers, to inspiration for reluctant readers, to small
drops of wisdom on life, the universe and everything in betweem visualirreverentand highly
entertaining way

His workshopgrovide practical guidance for student writers on the process of creating a story, and
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modified slightly to suit a younger, or older audience.

Brian would prefer not to talk to a mixed audience of very little children and older students, as it is
difficult to pitch the talk at two different levels simultaoesly. However he realises that this can be
an issue in smaller rural schools, and will always do his best!
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Planning the visit

Prepared Programme
Brianhas developed a programme based on his experiences in schools which seems to work well
This cosists of a presentatiofollowed bywriting workshop2 NJ { (2 N®B { LJ2 NI & u

Suggested Programmerull day

Afull day visit to your school shoutbnsist othree one hoursessionstwo in the morning, and one
in the afternoon. A session can consistofafrgsii  GA2y X F 62NJ] aK2LJ 2NJ I { G
competition. A typical programme would be:

9:30am¢ 10:30am Presentation
11:00amc¢ 12:00noon Presentation
12:00pm Lunch

1:00pm Workshop

2:30pm Finish

=A =4 =4 =8 =4

Suggested ProgrammeMorning

Amorningyvisit to your school shouldonsist oftwo one hoursessionseither two presentations (to
different groups) or a presentation followed by a workshaop.

T 9:30amc¢ 10:30am Presentation
 11:00amg 12:00noon Presentationr Workshop

Suggested ProgrammeAfternoon

An afternoonvisit to your schoashould consist of one or twone hoursessions:a presentation,
followed (optionally) by a shortened workshop for keen writers.

1 1:.00pm Presentation
1 2:00pm WorkshogShort)
1 2:45pmFinish

Notes:
C All students will fid the presentation entertaining and interesting.

C The maximum benefit for keen student writers comes from attendingresentation and a
workshop

C Please provide detailed programmeo Brian at least one week prior to his visit.
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Photographs and Vieotaping

Please feel free to take pha®NJ LIK & 2 NJ @A R\sR to your kdool2 You haieh | Y Q
permission for the use of these in school magazines, webaitdother schoetelated material.

Please forward any photographs (and video if possible) to Brian by email at
brian@brianfalkner.co.n®Brian likes to include photos of recent visits on his website and blog.

Press
If local media arenterested in interviewing Brian, please let him know this in advance.

Autographs

Brian is always happy to sign books or autographs for students, howimeconstraints means
that this is not always possible.

Brian will bring a supply of special bookik&with him for autographing if time permits it, but
prefers not to sign scraps of paper, clothing or kids!

If students are purchasing books, then a tisiet should be set aside as a signing session.
After the Author Visit

Please give Brian some feedk&cy (1 KS TFTSSRol O] LItESisitAv@ntwelNA | Yy Q&
please let other schools know. Spread the word!
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Presentation

T

To introduce himself to students Brian has a prepared talk which covers the
following subjects:

This presentation covers é¢hfollowing subjects:

Y
ut
L

How he became an author

His books, and upcoming books
Where he gets his story ideas

The structure of a story

The importance of emotion in stories
The Taste Test competition

=4 =4 =4 =4 -4 =4

The total time for the presentationncluding theTasteTest competition, iS60 minutes.
The presentation is suitable for almost any size of audience.

The physical requirements for the presentation amada-projector (and screen)yhiteboard table
and sixchairs for the ompetition.

PresentationKeyPoints:
Length: 60 minutes (including competition)
Audience: 26800 students

Requirements:
Dataprojector
Screen
Whiteboard
Table

6 chairs
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Taste Test Competition

¢tKS O2YLISiAlA2y A& o0l &SR ThegRehl
Thing inwhich a character must prove that he has the ability to
differentiate between different kinds of col#n this competition six
contestants chosen from the audience will be asked to identify five
different cola drinks.

Prizes

The winner will receive signed copy® 2y S 2 F . Ifddlylcoftesiant getsFivie answers
correct (this is rare), they win the additional prize of having their name used as the name of a
character in an upcoming Brian Falkner novel. For an example of this, please réaahvidre to The
Real Thing

Please have an appropriate number of prizes available for the competition winners. (IE if the
competition will be run three times during the day, please have three book prizes available.)

Equipment
No equipment isequired asBrian will bring alldrinks,cups, entry forms and even pens, with him.

Taste TesGetup

Set up for the competition requires a long table (or two) with six chairs arranged in a panel format
facing the audience(See the suggested floor plan).

An (adult) asistant is required for this competition, twrange the cups angour the drinks. This

needs to be done in a private location, out of view of the audience wdlhdake about ten minutes.
This should be done about twenty minutes prior to the end ofghssion.

Taste TesKey Points:
Length:10-15 minutes

Alwaysdone as the last part of a
presentation Not done in isolation.

Requirements:
Adult Assistant, long table, six chairs.

Brian will supply all drinks and equipment
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SuggestedFloor Plan
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For presentations and competitions
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Workshops

Following the prepared talk Brian is able to offer a workshop for ke
writers. The workshaoparebased on the preceding talk, so it is ;
important that the workshop participants have attenddukt
prepared talk.

Workshop 1(60 minutes)

This is a practical stomyriting workshop where the participants will #*
begin outlining a story, and (depending on time) will start writing th ;;
story. 7

Following the workshop, all participants will be encouragefirich =
their stories and submit them to Brian's website forlare
publication.

Participants will need to bring pen and paper.

Workshop 2(60 minutes)
CKA& A& | £Saa F2N¥If ¢g2N)] akKz2L) Ay ¢6KAOK (KS

guida/ OSd® ¢KA& OlFly 6S | f2G 2F Fdzyz YR A& . NAIYyQa

Pen and paper is not required for this workshop unless the participants wish to take notes.

Other Workshops

If you have a specific topic you would like covered please contact Briacarhorganise a
workshop to suit your specific requirements.

Story Sportst (60¢ 90 minutes)

An alternative to a formal workshop is the Story Spor@mpetition which teaches valuable story
writing skills in a competitive sports environment.
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Story SportsA

With Brian Falkner Children's Author

SPORTS

{ 2 NE tKe®RtiNItanoept of a writing workshop and turns it into a competitive sport.
LGQa  ftAGGES tA1S GKSI ( NBiting skiisNdidanks conpe@edldd G K1 G
quickfire games that test their creativity, imagination, and stewyiting skills to win prizes.

The concept was developed after Brian noticed that students who would not normally express any
interest in writing workshops, would participate energetically when theesararkshop was
presented as a competitive sport.

Teams

{ G2 NE tedm? hNiledhree to four members, and six to eight teams can compete at one time.
Spectators are welcome!

Teams need to elect a captain to read out their answereferablysomeone wih a strong, clear
voice.

Brian will act asommentatorand referee, scoring the results as the game progresses.

If possible a panel of impartial judgesill take on the job of scoring the answefchis panel will
consist of Brian, plus two teachers.

Tables and chairs should be provided for the teams, along with pens and writing paper.

Audience Participation

Audience members are also invited to participate in some simple and fun games, with prizes, while
the teams are working on their answers.

Heats andrinals

If a school has many teams keen on entering{thé 2 NB  ¢oinjtMidnAthese can be arranged
in heats, with the winner of each heat going through to a final round.

Inter-school Competition

{ G2 NE dahashiiedun as an intschool competion. Please contact Brian directly to help
co-ordinate plans for such a competition as this requires a lot more organisation.
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Prizes

Prizes shoulthe provided by the school.

An appropriate prize for each member of the winning team would be a copgeobbBriars books.

If the competition consists of heats, followed by a final, then there should also be some minor prizes
for the winners of the heats.

During the games, Brian will entertain the audience with quick quizzes and spot prizes. Please make
available some small prizes (such as {sitged chocolate bars) for the audience participation

element.

Story SportKey Points:

Length: 6890 minutes

Audience: Any size, from a single class to an entire school.
Ages: 10 years and up

Teams: Up to 6elams of 3 to 4 team members

Requirements: Whiteboard, markers, eraser

Seating: A table and chairs for each team, facing the audience

Other: A table and chairs for the panel of judges, if required
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Books by Brian Falkner

The Flea ThingAKAHenry and the Flea

NAFYQa FANBG y208f Aa | o2 dafessibnafmatballZOBdonse 21|
he is far too young, but Daniel has a secret, and to everyone's amazement ends up on the
team.

The Real Thing

Fizzer Boyd has a really cool ability. He is an expert etgtelhe soft drink from another,
which is a lot of fun, but not all that useful.

But then the only three people in the world who know the secret formula for @mla are
kidnapped.

Suddenly Fizzer is in hot demand as the Goala Company tries to wodut its own
recipe, and before too long, the search for the missing recipe becomes a matter of life and
death!

TheSuper FreakAKASuper Freak

No matter how hardlacob tries to be good, he just keeps getting into trouble. So when he
discovers his amazing super power, he decides to use it to become a super criminal. But that
doesn't go according to plan either.
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